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Abstract: This study explores the function of lexical
relations, specifically synonyms and antonyms,
within the lyrics of Celine Dion’s album Falling into
You. Given language’s role in clear communication,
the study examines how meaning relationships
between words enhance the listener’s emotional and
thematic understanding of song lyrics. Focusing on
synonymy and antonymy, these relations are seen as
key tools in conveying complex emotions and
reinforcing the consistency of thematic elements like
love, resilience, and growth. Using a descriptive
qualitative method, this analysis categorizes and
interprets lexical relations found in five songs,
presenting findings in a table to showcase the
connections between words and their contributions to
lyrical depth. The results show that synonyms such as
“afraid” and “fear” or “climb” and “rise”
introduce layered meanings, expressing emotions like
vulnerability or hope. Similarly, antonyms like
“found” and “lost” or “you” and “I” highlight
contrasts, amplifying both thematic unity and
emotional depth. By identifying and interpreting
these semantic choices, the study demonstrates how
Dion’s lyrics evoke complex emotional responses and
strengthen thematic expression. This research
highlights the value of semantic analysis in
understanding and appreciating the artistry within
song lyrics. It advocates for deeper examination of
lexical relations in musical texts, providing a
framework for linguistics students and enthusiasts to
explore the intersections of language, meaning, and
emotional expression.
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INTRODUCTION
Language is intrinsically linked to communication, as every word or sentence requires

comprehension. According to Zakiyah & Zakrimal (2020), language is essential for social
interaction, making its meaning a critical aspect. It cannot simply be viewed as a form of
communication; misunderstandings are likely to occur if meanings are unclear or uncertain.
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Semantics, the study of meaning in linguistics, plays a key role in facilitating effective
communication among speakers of the same or different languages (Guntar, 2023). Syarifuddin
& Hasyim (2020) emphasize that meaning is crucial for successful interpersonal communication
and understanding.

This study will investigate a linguistic concept known as lexical relations, which is part of
semantics. The term "lexical" pertains to the meanings of words as defined in dictionaries.
Siregar et al. (2021) describe lexical relations as the connections between words and the
exploration of vocabulary and meanings. Each word carries meaning and relates to others; for
example, "beautiful" denotes the quality of beauty and connects to synonyms like "good-
looking," "pretty," and "gorgeous." Such synonyms exemplify lexical relations, illustrating how
words are interconnected. Malik (2017) notes that understanding these connections can enhance
communication by clarifying word meanings in various contexts. Lexical relations are
instrumental in explaining a word's meaning and its relationships with other words in English.

Lexical relations can be categorized into several types, which will be examined in this
study: synonyms (words with similar meanings), antonyms (words with opposite meanings),
polysemy (words with multiple meanings based on context), homonyms (words that sound alike
but have different meanings), hyponyms (words that represent a subset of a broader category),
and meronyms (words that refer to parts of a whole).

The analysis in this study will utilize these lexical categories, focusing on the lyrics of
Celine Dion's songs. Miarsih et al. (2018) suggest that songs can improve young learners'
listening and speaking skills while also teaching vocabulary and sentence structure. Maulana &
Suprayogi (2022) note that song lyrics reflect social trends and convey emotions through various
styles and genres. As stated by Pasisingi et al. (2022), lyrics express a person's thoughts and
feelings, creating an imaginative atmosphere that enables listeners to form their own
interpretations. This research will analyze selected tracks from Celine Dion's extensive
discography, taken from one of her albums.

Celine Dion is a Canadian singer, songwriter, and actress known for her powerful and
passionate voice. Born on March 30, 1968, in Charlemagne, Quebec, she rose to fame in the
1990s with hits such as "The Power of Love," "Because You Loved Me," and "My Heart Will Go
On," the title song for the film Titanic. This research focuses on a few songs from Celine Dion's
extensive discography. The tracks are a compilation from one of her albums, starting with the
release of Falling into You in 1996.

Previous research with similar themes includes Harefa & Pasaribu (2023) titled "Lexical
Relation in Coldplay's Album A Head Full of Dreams." This study explored identified
relationships based on Saeed's ideas, including synonyms, antonyms, polysemy, homonyms,
hyponyms, and meronyms. The study found that synonyms were more dominant than meronyms.
Another relevant study by Harahap (2021), titled "Semantic Meaning Analysis in the Five
Coldplay Songs," analyzed four different types of figurative language across 25 lyrics, including
hyperbole, personification, simile, and metaphor. Coldplay's song lyrics contained 18 metaphors,
5 personifications or symbols, 2 hyperboles, and 1 simile. Additionally, Fitrah & Afria (2024)
conducted a study titled "The Analysis of Synonym Relation Meaning in Kerinci Language: A
Semantic Study," which analyzed various vocabulary forms used to convey the same concept.
Their findings provide a reference and point of comparison for this research. According to Cruse
(1995), antonymy is exemplified by such pairs as long: short, fast: slow, easy: difficult, good: bad,
hot: cold, and so on. This implies that antonymy simply refers to the opposite of a thing or an
action. In Celine Dion’s songs, there are five instances of antonymy.
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The goal of this study is to investigate the semantic use of synonyms and antonyms found
in Celine Dion's songs and how these linguistic features contribute to the songs' overall thematic
consistency and emotional impact. By reviewing the album's lyrical content, the study aims to
uncover recurring themes, motifs, and emotional nuances, as well as the appropriate use of
synonyms and antonyms in specific contexts. Additionally, the study will assess the impact of
these semantic choices in expressing the album's concepts of love, loss, adaptability, and personal
growth. The objective is to provide insights into the album's lyrical alignment and its influence on
listeners' interpretations and emotional responses through a detailed analysis of the lyrics.

Antonyms are one of the most adaptable tools for implementing contrast. The antithesis is
the most common antonym-based figure of speech. Antonyms serve both metaphorical and
structural functions in a stanza as part of an antithesis. Figurative and expressive functions are
common to all types of antonyms, and they serve as the structural and semantic closure of a
literary segment. The most common antonyms in poetry are those whose semantics are closely
related to the designation of human attributes and actions. Antonymic settings are created not
only through the use of antithesis but also through other stylistic figures based on antonyms that
differ in structure, mode of communication, and meaning.

RESEARCHMETHODS
To address the issue, this research employed a descriptive qualitative method. This

approach focused on evaluating the data present in the text. The descriptive qualitative method
provides detailed descriptions that help identify factors that are difficult to quantify. The song
lyrics served as the primary data source for the study, and a systematic procedure was essential
for their analysis. The method also involved reading the lyrics and connecting them to related
terms.

The research required both analytical skills and technological support. It specifically
focused on analyzing songs to uncover linguistic relations. The process is straightforward, and
the necessary data can be easily accessed. The tools used for this research included a laptop and a
smartphone, along with an internet connection to retrieve the song lyrics. The analyzed data will
be presented in a table format, showcasing lyrics that contain semantic synonyms and antonyms.
The table will categorize the data by organizing it into synonyms and antonyms. After analyzing
the lyrics, the study will explain the semantic synonyms and antonyms identified within them.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. Synonym

The Type of Synonym in 5 song Celine Dion’s Album “Falling Into You”
No Lyrics Song title Data
1. I was afraid (I was afraid)

Love can't be made in fear Falling Into You Afraid & Fear

2. Livin' alone
All by myself All By Myself Alone & Myself

3. You were my eyes when I couldn't see
You saw the best there was in me

Because You Loved
Me See & Saw

4. Above the universe, you'll climb
The moon will rise, the sun will set Fly Climb & Rise

5. They could change our lives forever I Love You Forever & End of time
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'Til the end of time

In the song Falling Into You, the synonyms "afraid" and "fear" both express a sense of
nervousness or anxiety, albeit in slightly different ways. The term "afraid" describes an emotional
state where one feels worried or nervous about something specific. It is personal and immediate,
often linked to particular experiences or thoughts. In contrast, "fear" can be viewed as a broader
concept or underlying feeling. It describes the source of worry, which may involve deeper, long-
term issues.

In the song All by Myself, the synonyms "alone" and "myself" convey similar concepts of
isolation but with slightly different nuances. The word "alone" describes the state of being
without other people, highlighting the absence of companionship or support, which may lead to
feelings of loneliness or solitude. It emphasizes physical separation from others, underscoring the
experience of life without social connections. In contrast, "myself" introduces a personal element,
representing not only the physical state of being alone but also the emotional sense of loneliness.
It suggests introspection and a deeper engagement with one’s own thoughts and feelings.

In the song Because You Loved Me, the synonyms "see" and "saw" touch on different
aspects of perception and understanding, both literally and symbolically. "See" conveys a sense
of immediate awareness or comprehension. In the context of "You were my eyes when I couldn't
see," it implies that the other person brought insight or understanding during a difficult time. In
contrast, "saw" refers to a past action and implies reflection. "You saw the best there was in me"
highlights the other person's ability to recognize and appreciate the speaker's potential, even if the
speaker themselves could not see it. This creates a sense of affirmation and support, focusing on
the importance of having someone believe in us.

In the song Fly, the synonyms "climb" and "rise" represent different facets of movement
and aspiration. "Climb" describes a physical act or struggle to reach a higher position. It signifies
a journey that requires determination, patience, and possibly overcoming obstacles. The phrase
"you'll climb" reflects an active pursuit, emphasizing the idea of achieving something greater or
rising above one’s current limitations. In contrast, "rise" suggests a more natural, gradual ascent.
It often implies an almost inevitable progression, like the sun and moon following their
designated paths. In this context, the line "the moon will rise, the sun will set" evokes a sense of
cyclical change and the passage of time, highlighting the beauty and constancy of these natural
events.

In the song I Love You, the expressions "forever" and "end of time" both convey a sense of
permanence but with different implications. "Forever" suggests an unending duration,
emphasizing a continuous and timeless quality. It evokes feelings of continuity and leaves a
lasting impact on one’s life or relationships. In the line "change our lives forever," it indicates the
profound and enduring significance of a particular moment. In contrast, "end of time" implies a
definitive boundary, symbolizing the point at which time ceases to exist or everything comes to
an end. This phrase can evoke a sense of finality, suggesting that certain changes or events will
have a profound impact until that ultimate point.

B. Antonym
The type of antonym in 5 song in Celine Dion’s album “ Falling Into You”

No Lyrics Song Title Data

1 Let me kiss you
I will miss you Falling Into You You & I
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No Lyrics Song Title Data

2 But when I dial
And love’s so distant All By Myself But & And

3 I found you
I lost my faith

Becaused You Loved
Me Found & Lost

4 Until we meet
But I wont forget Fly We & I

5 Change our lives
Through your eyes I Love You Our & Your

C. Discussion
In the song Falling Into You, the data found was “You & I.” According to the Cambridge

Dictionary, "you" is used to refer to the person or people being addressed, and "I" refers to the
person who is speaking. In the context of the song, “you” refers to the speaker themselves. The
use of these pronouns helps create an intimate, personal dialogue between two individuals. The
song conveys a sense of closeness and connection through these personal pronouns.

In the song All by Myself, the data found was “But & And.” "But" means on the contrary
and is used to indicate contrast or opposition between elements in a sentence, while "and" is used
as a conjunction to express logical addition or supplementary explanation. Together, “but” and
“and” help create a balance between contrast and connection, which is essential for expressing
the emotional journey of the song. These words allow the artist to move between feelings of
loneliness and the desire for connection, which are central themes in the song.

In the song Because You Loved Me, the data found was “Found & Lost.” The meaning of
"found" is to set up or establish on a firm basis or for enduring existence, while "lost" refers to
being ruined or destroyed physically or morally. Both words create a thematic contrast, with
“found” symbolizing hope, fulfillment, and stability, while “lost” reflects absence, grief, and
emotional vulnerability. The combination of both terms highlights the song’s theme of gratitude
and emotional depth, where the speaker reflects on how they have gained something meaningful,
while also experiencing loss.

In the song Fly, the data found was “We & I.” "We" is a plural pronoun, while "I" is often
capitalized and typically refers to the speaker. Both “we” and “I” in the song illustrate both
individual and collective experience. The use of these pronouns emphasizes the balance between
personal goals and shared dreams, suggesting that while one person may lead or express their
own thoughts, they are still part of a greater whole or collective journey.

In the song I Love You, the data found was “Our & Your.” "Our" means "of or belonging
to us," while "your" refers to something belonging to or relating to the person or group of people
being addressed. Both pronouns create a sense of mutual connection and understanding. “Our”
suggests the bond shared by both parties, while “your” reflects the personal role or ownership of
the person being spoken to. The use of both pronouns deepens the emotional connection between
the speaker and the listener, suggesting a sense of shared love and mutual affection.

CONCLUSION
This research aims to enhance the reader's understanding of lexical relations. For those

studying English linguistics, we hope this work serves as a valuable reference for expanding their
knowledge. By analyzing the song lyrics, readers will learn to identify various lexical relations,
which will help them better appreciate the subtleties of language. Additionally, this analysis



J-CEKI : Jurnal Cendekia Ilmiah
Vol.4, No.1, Desember 2024

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
ISSN : 2828-5271 (online)

1878

emphasizes the significance of context in conveying meaning. It illustrates how words can be
connected through synonyms, antonyms, hyponyms, and other relationships, thereby enriching
the interpretation of the lyrics. Through this exploration, readers will not only gain insights into
Celine Dion's music but also develop skills that can be applied to their own analyses of language
across different texts. Ultimately, this research seeks to inspire further investigation in the field of
linguistics, encouraging readers to engage with texts more critically and thoughtfully. We hope it
fosters a deeper appreciation for the artistry of language and its complex relationships, setting the
stage for future research initiatives.
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